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LIFE ONHOLD 


More than three months into 
the pandemic, California's 
unemployment system is stilla 
mess. 

By Benjamin Schneider 
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MUSICAL MEDICINE 


Chuck Johnson battled fatigue 
— and wrote music — while 
suffering through COVID-19. 

By Mike Huguenor 

PAGE 9 


3 NEWS 
6 COVER STORY 


10 SAVAGE LOVE 


Cover Design by Sophia Valdes 


2 ° THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020 ° SFWEEKLY.COM 


EderAsuse Employea Rigys ‘Yristlaolower Civil Rights 


Personal Injury 





Gest Levercrs 


BEST 
LAW FIRMS 


2 


And by the wey, others agree with you. 












HOR THERA 


TOP 100 


LIST 
TL 


hmper Lawyers 


= B&B JPET L bebe ae 


Best Lawyers 





Best Lav Firm 
Best Injury Atborie, 


CHRIS DOLAWN Fewer & Ciel Leegel Corea seal, (debe bees Jen PO 


TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR Sen Fieacises idl Los yers Associoien 
TRIAL Law YER OF THE TEAR onsuine Anomesy: of Colifomie 

TOP 100 LAWYERS IN CALIFORAMIA Deaily Jsorri 

a CALIFORNIA SUPER LAWYERS TOP 100 
CALIFORNIA LAY TER OF THE YEAR 





THE BEST LAWYERS WE HOPE YOU'LL NEVER NEED* 


sf 415.421.2800 oh SIGHFE 29 marin <15,504,6007 DOLANLAY FIRM COM, 


IN So \\\Y 















Bay Area DJ and pioneering dubstep producer Lorin Ashton is in the spotlight for alleged sexual misconduct. 


By Megan Venzin 


Venues are dark. The fields that would 
normally hold thousands of weekend 
festival goers are empty. The subs are 
turned off. In the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic and government mandated 
shutdowns, it seems that all dance floors 
are quiet this summer. 

And yet some things are getting 
louder. Topping that list are the voices 
of sexual abuse victims, calls for 
accountability, and the deafening silence 
of one of EDM’s most powerful players. 
As each day passes, the reverberations 
gather strength, much like the 
notorious, echo-filtered drops of the 
accused artist who sits at the center of 
the most recent scandal. 

On Friday, July 3, the Campbell 
native and UCSC alumnus Bassnectar 
(real name Lorin Ashton) — who made 
aname for himself playing pioneering 
sets at Burning Man — announced 
he would be “stepping back” from his 
musical career amid sexual misconduct 


Pandemic at the Disco 


allegations involving multiple young 
women. Ashton is 42 years old. 

One jesting Facebook user referred 
to his exit as “the bass drop heard round 
the world,” and he isn’t wrong. The news 
has pitted “bassheads” — one of the 
scene's most loyal squads — against 
themselves, as many condemn him, 
others run to his defense, and too many 
say nothingat all. 

“The rumors you are hearing are 
untrue, but I realize some of my past 
actions have caused pain, andl am 
deeply sorry,’ Ashton wrote in an 
Instagram post before stating he 
would be handing over his nonprofit, 
Be Interactive, toa “diverse team” that 
would continue to operate without 
his involvement. According to the 
organization's website, Be Interactive 
isa501c3 that inspires fans to make an 
impact through “radical kindness” and 
“creative volunteering.” Be Interactive's 
Executive Director, Lia Holland, 
announced later that night that, asa 
survivor of childhood abuse, she would 


, eH 


; 
a SLL 


_ 
= 4.a\f%) 


is 
EE 










ian 2 3 asa 
a eS om 


be resigning immediately. 

Ashton’s announcement appears to 
have been prompted by the Instagram 
account @evidenceagainstbassnectar, 
which emerged a few days before the 
trailblazing dubstep DJ bowed out. The 
account has since amassed more than 
17,000 followers and introduced fans 
to the tangled web of manipulation 
and exploitation that the “Speakerbox” 
producer has allegedly been weaving for 
his nearly two decades in the spotlight. 

The feed's first post isa throwback 
—ascreenshot of a Tweet from @ 
IntroVeraSocial, dated July 24, 2015, 
which reads, “Bassnectar is a pedophile. 
#yeahisaidit” With just three likes, it 
represents a statement that six years 
ago went unnoticed. But lately, fresh 
accounts have begun to surface. 

Some pieces of “evidence” are more 
convincing than others. One accusation 
comes directly from a professional 
vocalist, Miranda Hughes, who sang on 
Bassnectar’s melodic 2013 single, “Take 
You Down.” She confirms that she once 
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dated Ashton — andalso accuses the 
producer of having sex with underage 
girls and talking her out of hiring an 
entertainment lawyer during their 
time together in an effort to assert his 
dominance. 

Other posts readas recollections 
from young fans, who divulge details of 
sexual situations that unfolded between 
themselves and Ashton backstage or 
at his hotel room (the vast majority 
claiming to have been 16 or17 at the 
time). 

Among the most damning 
documentation is an audio file of an 
alleged conversation between Ashton 
andavictim named Rachel. She suggests 
that the relationship they had when 
she was only 17 years old amounted 
to, “quite literally, statutory rape.” The 
voice on the other end, who answers 
to “Lorin,” refers to his actions as “so 
inappropriate” and that he would “never, 
never, ever, ever doit again” before 
stating that he wants to be accountable 
to her for what happened between them. 

The next 15 seconds are textbook 
gaslighting. He never denies her 
accusation, but instead deflects by 
saying, “if you think thatit’s worth me 
going to live foreverin a Tennessee jail 
to be raped or beaten to death...” before 
trailing off. Fellow West Coast producer 
Dylan Lane — better known as ill.Gates 
—has confirmed on social media that 
the voice belongs to his longtime friend, 
Ashton. He has since removed all of their 
collaborations from his SoundCloud 
profile page. 

So why is it that these accusations, 
which have been circulating for so 
many years, are just now causing fans to 
demand answers from Bassnectar? Well 
for one, we finally have time to think 
about the pedestals on which we place 
our favorite artists. When the drops are 
hard and the volume is loud, the kids fail 
to see beyond what the music industry is 
selling them at face value. 

In the era of COVID-19, the show 
can't go on. Festival promoters are no 
longer left to make the hard decisions 
about whether it’s morally right to put 
an accused artist on their lineups. The 
“heroes” can no longer choose to hide 
behind a wall of sound. The listeners are 
finally calling the shots. 

This isn't the first time that bass 
artists have been “cancelled” for 
misconduct reported by female fans. 

In 2018, Los Angeles producer Datsik 
was dropped from the label he founded, 
Firepower Records, after being accused 
of rape. And while whispers of similar 
behavior from other artists made the 
rounds on social media, the kindling 
didn’t quite take... until now. 
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In early June, Hawaiian trap producer 
Graves made headlines for allegations 
of rape, in one case involving a girl 
who was just 15 at the time. Just days 
before Bassnectar embarked on his 
indefinite hiatus, Space Jesus admitted 
to unknowingly engaging in intercourse 
witha 17-year-old. 

If the above instances were all part of 
the build-up, Ashton’s departure marks 
the final, heavy drop — amighty blow 
to the idea that powerful producers 
can skirt the law and common decency 
behinda screen of smoke and lasers. The 
consequences of Bassnectar’s actions are 
now undulating through the electronic 
music community, not unlike the ripples 
depicted in his iconic “Bass Drop” logo 
(which coincidentally looks similar 
to an image associated with mental 
domination, but that’s awhole other 
story). 

In the wake of the accusations against 
Ashton, anumber of other Instagram 
“@evidenceagainst...” accounts have 
emerged — aimed at other EDM 
producers, including Snails. 

In 2019, popular East Coast producer 
SQUNTO wrote ina now-deleted tweet: 
“What if one of the scene’s Biggest 
artists was a sexual predator but No one 
knows because they have an amazing 
legal team and rabid fans who are down 
to gangstalk victims who are trying to 
speak out?” While it was widely believed 
to reference Bassnectar due to the 
intentional capitalization of the Band 
N, the post did little to convince fans to 
dig deeper. 

But today there are no diehard 
groupies to protect him, no club sets to 
drown out the cries of victims with scars. 
What we re experiencing now, is a calm 
before the storm. It’s arare opportunity 
for the dance community to rethink the 
way we worship our headliners, and how 
we enable their treatment of us. 

This may be our only chance to ask 
these artists to explain themselves. And 
in the case of Lorin Ashton, he hasn’t 
said nearly enough. 


Megan Venzin is a music writer, yoga 
instructor and the Commissioning 
Editor for DJ Mag North America. 
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International Students Feel Like Political Pawns 
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Uncertainty abounds among international students after the Trump administration sent conflicting signals. 


By Roxy Bonafont 


Two years ago, Khojiakbar Gayratbekov 
left his home country of Uzbekistan to 
pursue a master’s degree in Migration 
Studies at the University of San 
Francisco. Gayratbekov had found his 
undergraduate experience in Uzbekistan 
to be stifled by bureaucracy and 
restrictions that limited his research. 

“That’s why came to the United 
States, thinking that I would havea 
lot of freedom to do research here,” 
Gayratbekov says. 

Now, like hundreds of thousands 
of international students at American 
universities, Gayratbekovis breathing 
a sigh of relief after a week steepedin 
uncertainty. On Tuesday, the Trump 
administration walked backits rule 
that international students attending 
online-only classes in the fall would not 
be permitted to remain in the United 
States. 
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When he learned the news, 
Gayratbekov started calling all of his 
friends. One of them, a woman also from 
Uzbekistan who Gayratbekov said had 
no idea what she was going to do, almost 
started crying on the phone. 

“It was a really, really joyful and also 
unexpected moment for us because we 
never expected that this would happen,” 
Gayratbekov says. 

The reversal, which came just over a 
week after Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement first announced the new 
restrictions, arrived as abruptly as the 
original order. The policy had triggered 
immediate outcry anda number of 
lawsuits, including a suit led by Harvard 
and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, which dozens of schools 
signed onto, among them Stanford, 
the University of San Francisco, and 
California State University. Ina Boston 
federal court hearing over the Harvard/ 
MIT lawsuit Tuesday afternoon, U.S. 
District Judge Allison Burroughs 
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confirmed that the administration had 
agreed to rescind the rule. 

Instead, the administration will 
extend its temporary guidelines 
from the spring, which will allow 
international students to remain in 
the country even if their courseworkis 
entirely online. 

In an email statement, San Francisco 
State University President Lynn 
Mahoney wrote that the decision was “a 
tremendous relief.” 

“We are deeply grateful to everyone 
—on campus and off - who worked 
diligently and rapidly over the last 
week in support of our international 
students,’ Mahoney said. “If anything 
good came of this unfortunate 
experience, it was the encouraging and 
inspiring reactions of our community in 
support of international students who 
enrich our campus in so many ways.” 

The rule was widely interpreted as an 
attempt by the Trump administration 
to pressure universities into reopening 


despite the ongoing risks posed by the 
coronavirus pandemic. As cases spike in 
California and around the country, the 
prospect of welcoming students back 

to campus is a daunting one, and many 
major Bay Area universities have been 
planning on limiting or eliminating in- 
person instruction for safety reasons. 
San Francisco State University and San 
Jose State University both announced 
plans to go almost or entirely online in 
the fall, and UC Berkeley and Stanford 
both intend to allowa limited number of 
students to return to campus in the fall 
for a hybrid instruction model. 

The rule would also have hada 
disproportionate effect on California 
universities, which host more 
international students than any other 
state. There were 161,693 international 
students enrolled in California colleges 
and universities in 2019. And Bay Area 
schools are some of the state’s major 
magnets for international students: 
in the 2019-2020 academic year, there 
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were over 6,800 international students 
enrolled at UC Berkeley, and over 4,515 
at Stanford. 

Soon after news of the original 
order broke, Bay Area universities 
joined schools across the country 
in condemning the Trump 
administration's directive and 
releasing statements in support of their 
international students. Some took 
action right away: Gayratbekov said that 
he quickly received assurance from USF 
that the university would do its best to 
offer in-person classes to accommodate 
international students. On July 10, 
USF and the California State University 
joined Stanford and dozens of other 
universities from around the country 
in signing onto a brief in support of the 
Harvard- and MIT-led lawsuit against 
ICE. The day before, California Attorney 
General Xavier Berccera filed a lawsuit 
against the Trump administration 
on behalf of CSU and the California 
Community College system. 
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The University of California filed 
its own lawsuit against the federal 
government. Andon July 13, Stanford 
joined a coalition of western colleges, 
including USF and Santa Clara 
University, in alawsuit against the 
Department of Homeland Security 
seeking to block implementation of the 
new rule. InaJuly 8 email addressed 
to the Stanford community, Stanford 
president Marc Tessier-Lavigne wrote 
that he was “strongly opposed” to the 
ICE order. 

“Asking international students to 
transfer or leave the country — and, 
not to mention, to navigate the travel 
restrictions in place in many countries 
around the world, and to risk the 
possibility that they may not be able to 
return — is misguided and harmful,” 
Tessier-Lavigne wrote. 

For Gayratbekov, who is one of almost 
1,500 international students at USF, 
the news was shocking, and made him 
feel “unwelcome.” It alsointroduceda 
frightening new uncertainty during an 
already tumultuous time. 

“Ithought about alot of things, 
like, What happens to my pets? 

What happens to my apartment?” 
Gayratbekov says. “And also, what 
happens to my research that is really 
important to my degree, and also 
involves interviewing people here in the 
United States? So it was really stressing. 


It addeda lot of stress during this global 
pandemic.” 

Santiago Hernandez, a Stanford 
undergraduate from Mexico City 
studying computer science, was living 
in Los Angeles witha couple of other 
international students when he learned 
the news. The household was rocked 
with confusion — and with the feeling 
they were being treated like political 
pawns. 

“I thought it was ridiculous, definitely 
that was my first reaction,’ Hernandez 
says. Iwasa bit defensive about the 
idea, it made no sense to me. And, of 
course, the fear starts to kickin almost 
immediately.” 

The announcement came with no 
warning, and in its wake, international 
students scrambled to figure out their 
options. They described widespread 
confusion regarding what the new rules 
meant for them, and what they would 
have to do to remain in the country. For 
many, leaving the United States would 
have made attending online classes 
challenging or impossible — especially 
for those without reliable internet 
and computer access back home. The 
order would have forced some students 
into unsafe situations, and left others 
homeless. And, ata time when few 
international flights are available and 
many countries are enforcing strict 
travel restrictions to mitigate the spread 
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of coronavirus, some students might 
have been rendered stateless. 

“Twas really worried about how! 
[could] go back tomy home country, 
because there’s no flights to my home 
country right now, all the flights were 
canceled and borders are closed right 
now, Gayratbekov says. “And I thought 
like, what will happen? Like, if I cannot 
go back to my home country, doI get 
deported or lose my status?” 

Because the rule has been rescinded, 
international students taking online 
coursework will be allowed to remain 
in the country. The decision to quickly 
back off is unusual, and the Trump 
administration has not offered an 
explanation forits reversal. But the 
dooris still open for the administration 
to return with a weaker version of the 
policy — most likely one that bars newly 
enrolled international students taking 
entirely online classes from entering 
the US. 

ICE has already blocked some 
international students from entering 
the country because their schools were 
planning on teaching remotely in the 
fall, according to several court filings by 
universities. 

For some international students, 
returning to campus in the United States 
may be the more dangerous option. José 
Sabau, a Stanford undergraduate from 
Cozumel, Mexico studying political 


Straus 


All Flavors 
Pints 


1 Liter 


vorites 


Organic 
Ice Cream 


4.99 


Vita Organic Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil 


11.99 


science, says he still plans on spending 
the fall with his family in Mexico. 

“The fact that the US really has, 
think it’s over 2 million confirmed 
COVID cases total is very concerning,’ 
Sabau says (the actual number of 
confirmed cases in the US is about 3.43 
million). “And just the risk of taking an 
international flight from Cancun, which 
is my nearest airport, to SFO or Oakland, 
Imean, it’s a bit high. Also being 
hundreds of miles away from home in 
a foreign country — ifI get COVID, it 
would bea very hard situation for my 
family.” 

In an email to SF Weekly, Stanford 
professor and Faculty Senate member 
David Palumbo-Liu wrote that he 
views the announcementas “clearlya 
political move on the part of the Trump 
administration, a part of a general 
attack on education in its broadest sense. 
Palumbo-Liu pointed toa July 10 tweet 
from Trump threatening the funding and 
tax-exempt status of universities which 
the President deemed sites of “Radical Left 
Indoctrination.” 

Gayratbekov said that among his 
international friends, the consensus 
opinion isalsothat the policy, andits 
reversal, were entirely political moves. 

“It’s really unfair to be the victims of such 
rules, just because politicians play their 
dirty games and wejust become victims of 
such games,’ Gayratbekov says. “However, 
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Ireally saw and realized the power of 
activism and the power of resistance in this 
very moment, because that’s howjustice 
won. That’s how we won. Imean, we won by 
resisting, we won by being active, speaking 
up about this.” 

Hernandez speculated that the rule was 
an attempt by the Trump administration to 
force colleges to reopen that “backfired.” 

“I thinkin generalit’s ashame that 
politics have to getin the way of us being 
here,” Hernandez says. “But on the other 
hand, ...even though we didn't feelas 
welcomed by the government ...we 
definitely felt the support of our friends, 
the education community, andmany other 
communities as well.” 

Aftera tumultuous week, international 
students and their universities have scored 
amajor win. Still, uncertainty looms for 
students like Gayratbekov. 

“As international students, we have 
always been uncertain about our futures, 
because there’s always been different kinds 
of rules, different kinds of uncertainties,” 
Gayratbekov says. “And this wasjust part 
of it.” 


Roxy Bonafont is anintern 
covering arts, culture, andnews 
for SF Weekly. 
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The Runaround 


More than three months into the pandemic, California's unemployment system Is still a mess. 





Many locals have spent months trying to find answers to their simple unemployment questions. 


By Benjamin Schneider 


When shelter-in-place began, the 
Radisson Oakland Airport where 
Sonyia Jordan worked as a waitress was 
converted into temporary homeless 
housing, and Jordan was let go. She 
immediately applied for unemployment, 
and about two weeks later, received her 
account number for CalJobs, the online 
portal for accessing benefits. But when 
she tried to login, she was greeted with 
an “error” message. Jordan was locked 
out of her own account. 

Thus began Jordan’s ongoing saga 
of attempting to get in touch with the 
California Economic Development 
Department (EDD), the agency that 
oversees unemployment benefits. 
More than three months and over 
a thousand phone calls later, by her 
estimate, Jordan is right back where 
she started — unemployed and without 


unemployment benefits. 

“It’s really affected me mentally. I 
used to be the breadwinner and this has 
taken my pride away,” Jordan says of her 
bureaucratic and financial nightmare. 
“Tcan talk to everybody but EDD. I can 
tell my story to everyone, even reach 
the Governor, but when I called EDD 
even yesterday, they gave me the same 
message, Due tothe amount of call 
volume, we are unable to answer your 
call,’ and then it hangs up.” 

Jordan’s story is not unique. SF 
Weekly spoke to five Bay Area residents 
who have had harrowing experiences 
with California EDD. Their stories 
demonstrate that anybody dealing with 
special circumstances or a clerical error 
on their unemployment claim is likely 
in foralong, difficult journey. Speaking 
with an agent can require hours of sitting 
on hold, and even if you reacha human 
being, they may not be experienced or 
knowledgeable enough to help. Emails 


6 * THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2020 ° SFWEEKLY.COM 


Sophia Valdes 


and support tickets go unanswered for 
weeks. Claimants have developed hacks 
and workarounds to improve their odds 
of resolving their issues, but for Jordan 
and others, help, and desperately needed 
cash, remain out of reach. 

As COVID-19 cases continue to 
surge in California, the millions of 
unemployment claims flowing through 
the EDD look less likea freakish 
statistical blip than yet another feature 
of the “new normal.” As aresult, an 
outdated, woefully unprepared agency 
has found itself at the center of the 
worst economic crisis since the Great 
Depression, and people like Jordan must 
endure the consequences, with little 
recourse but to keep dialing again and 
again and again. 


“UNPRECEDENTED’ CHALLENGES 


The current crisis is exacerbated by 
the EDD’s long standing technological 


and managerial problems. Like 
unemployment agencies in states 
across the country, California’s EDD 
receives its funding primarily from 
the federal government. That funding 
fluctuates based on the number of 
claims it receives, which, until March, 
were at historic lows. This “boom and 
bust cycle of funding... makes it hard 
for California and every other state to 
invest in infrastructure and staffing,” 
says Maurice Emsellem, the fair-chance 
program director at the National 
Employment Law Project. 

In 2010 the EDD set out to modernize 
its IT, which still ran on COBOL 
computer code, a1960s-era language 
that few contemporary programmers 
know. The new system — whose $94 
million payday for the consulting firm 
Deloitte triggered a state audit — turned 
out to benot so new, after all. When 
all was said and done, the EDD walked 
away with a patched-up version of its old 
system, which still runs COBOL for some 
programs. The agency is currently in 
the midst of an even bigger IT redesign, 
expected to be finished next year, 
Emsellem says. 

While somewhat incomplete, the 
current state of the EDD system does 
put it ina better position than it would 
have been if it had remained in its retro 
form. “In some ways, even though I 
spend all daylong fighting with the 
EDD, I was actually impressed by the 
number of claims that they were able to 
process,” says Daniela Urban, director 
of the Center for Workers Rights in 
Sacramento, a legal aid organization that 
helps workers navigate the EDD system. 

But it’s still woefully inadequate for 
the “totally unprecedented” number 
of claims that have been piling up, 
Emsellem says. Of the 5.01 million 
claims the agency received between 
March and May, 1.88 million have yet to 
be paid, according to an investigation by 
the San Jose Mercury News. 

The state’s unemployment rate of 
16.3 percent in May, while down slightly 
from April, is still higher than any other 
time since the EDD began collecting 
datain 1976. San Francisco and the 
rest of the Bay Area have slightly lower 
unemployment rates — 12.6 percent 
in San Francisco and13.1 percentin 
the Bay Area overall — due to the large 
proportion of the workforce that can 
work from home. 

But that means the people who have 
lost their jobs are likely those in the 
worst position to bear it. A University 
of Chicago study of unemployment 
across the U.S. found that 30 percent of 
people in the bottom fifth of the income 
distribution lost their jobs through 
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May, compared to 5 percent in the top 
fifth. In the Bay Area, many of those 
low wage workers, like all five of the 
unemployment claimants SF Weekly 
interviewed, are in the food service and 
hospitality industries. 


WAITING IN VAIN 


No one wants to sit on the phone 
for hours waiting to speak with an 
EDD agent. Everyone who calls does 
so because they have an issue with 
their claim. And right now, due to the 
extremely high unemployment case 
load, alot of people are having issues. 

Alexis Deneau, an event planner in 
San Francisco, was unable to access the 
CalJobs portal, and the unemployment 
benefits therein, for nearly a month 
because an EDD agent had misspelled 
her name. 

Andrea Lara, aserver at RT Rotisserie 
in Hayes Valley, wondered for weeks 
why her benefits weren’t coming, only to 
learn that she was ona six week penalty 
due toa mistake she made onan EDD 
form three years ago. 

Sarah Heslin, a bartender at 
Hardwood Bar and Smokery in SoMa 
was the victim of identity theft, leaving 
her unable to access her unemployment 
benefits for the duration of the 
pandemic. Sean Briggs, a fine dining chef 
in Oakland, was able to get his benefits 
without a problem at the beginning of 
shelter-in-place, only for them to stop 
coming in May. Like Jordan, he has not 
been able to ascertain the problem with 
his claim, since actually getting an EDD 
customer service representative on the 
line is anear-impossible task. 

Heslin estimates the number of times 
she’s called various EDD numbers is 
“in the thousands.” Many of these calls 
are directed straight to the automated 
message, Weare currently receiving 
more calls than we have the capacity 
to answer. At the end of the message 
the phone will hang up,” at which point 
Heslin would simply redial. 

Of the four times that Heslin has 
reached an agent, two were negative 
experiences. She says that the first 
customer service agent she reached 
called her a liar because her name didn’t 
match that of her identity thief. “I almost 
cried on the phone,” Heslin says. “Ihave 
my social security card in my hand, don’t 
tell me that Jose [the name of the person 
who stole her identity] is a real person.” 

Yet another time, Heslin saysa 
customer service agent answered simply 
to tell her to call back later. “T don’t 
workin this department, I’m just here to 
pick up the phones. I can’t help you. Try 
again.” 
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Unemployment applicants spend entire days trying to get through to the EDD. 


An EDD agent who called Deneau 
back to help her with the spelling error 
on her claim complained about the fact 
that he had to wear a mask at work, she 
says. I was like, know your audience, 
dude. I’m calling you because I have 
no money. So are we going to get into 
a pissing contest about who's havinga 
harder day?” 

Tobe fair, EDD agents are themselves 
having very hard days, speaking to an 
endless parade of desperate people 
who have likely been on hold for hours. 
Aubrey Henry, an EDD spokesperson, 
says the agency is in the midst of hiring 
4,800 new agents to deal with the 
unprecedented surge in demand. Of 
those, 1,300 have already been hired and 
the several hundred dedicated to call 
center operations are “finishing up their 
training now to start taking calls over the 
next couple of weeks.” 

However, internal EDD chat room 
logs shared with CBS Los Angeles in 
June indicate that at least some call 
center agents have been put on the job 
with minimal knowledge of some of 
the elementary aspects of their work, 
including how to redial claimants and 
when to transfer callers to other agents. 


RUNAROUND WORKAROUND 


Finding little success with the EDD’s 
help lines, claimants have looked for 
workarounds. “We don’t tell our clients, 
‘Just call,’ because we know they’re 
not going to get through,” says Urban, 
the worker advocate. “So we try to 
investigate other ways that they can 
resolve theissue.” 

Jordan, Heslin, and Briggs have all 
contacted Governor Gavin Newsom's 
office asking for help. Apparently, 
the Governor's staffers are just as 
exasperated as many EDD agents. “As 
soon as! said the word EDD, [Newsom’s 
staffer| shut me down and said I’m not 
listening to that, that’s not what we do, 
Jordan says. 

She got a kinder reception at Senator 
Kamala Harris’ office, but still no help 
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with her claim. She’s now working with 
Tonya Love, District Director for State 
Assemblymember Rob Bonta, who 
Jordan says has been “pretty amazing. 
If 1 send her any kind of email, she gets 
back to me right away.” 

Facebook groups like “Unofficial 
California Unemployment Help,” have 
become spaces for claimants to vent, and 
sometimes actually prove to be helpful. A 
member of this group gave Laraa phone 
number specifically related to issues 
with EDD’s online system, which he said 
wasn tas busyas the main helpline. Lara 
dedicated a day — “at least 8 or 9 hours” 
—to repeatedly calling that number and 
finally reached an agent who was able 
to explain that her benefits were not 
coming due to the penalty she incurred 
three years ago for failing to report a 
single day of work. Lara says she paid 
back the money she improperly received 
at the time. 

Deneau managed to get help the 
old fashioned way. “Out of sheer 
desperation I started calling other 
resources that [had heard about,” she 
says. One of those was the America’s 
Job Center of California in Oakland, 
where an agent told her to maila letter 
to the address in the top left corner of 
her claim. “I can’t help you,” the agent 
said, “but they can.” Lo and behold, the 
letter worked, anda couple of weeks later 
Deneau’s claim was squared away. She 
started recommending the strategy to 
friends who were ina similar position. 

Henry, the EDD spokesperson, said 
that UI Online is the quickest way to 
ask a question about aclaim. Healso 
recommended the technical help line, 
1-833-978-2511 — the one Lara found 
success with — whichis open from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week, unlike 
the main helpline, whichis only open 
8am to noon. “We realize the process is 
far from perfect in light of the sudden 
and historic claim load, but our team is 
committed to continuing our efforts to 
upgrade the UI platform to better serve 
the people of California,” Henry wrotein 
an email. 


“RACKING UP DEBT’ 


In the meantime, the people waiting 
on their unemployment benefits are 
suffering real, material consequences. 
All of the claimants interviewed for this 
story were able to take advantage of their 
stimulus check. But that $1,200 only 
goes so far, especially in the Bay Area. 

Briggs, the chef whose unemployment 
benefits stopped coming in May, isin 
dire straits. He spoke to SF Weekly on 
Facetime Audio, since he hasn’t been 
able to pay his phone bill. He’s also two 
months behind on rent, but thankfully, 
his landlordis understanding. 

“Thave to rely on other people just to 
eat food right now. I’m racking up debt 
within my social circles,” Briggs says. 
“Twas homeless for five years and I still 
managed to take care of myself better 
than Ican right now.” 

While she was without 
unemployment benefits, Lara had 
to keep her spending to the “bare 
minimum. Like beans and rice.” Heslin 
has been borrowing from her sister 
and burning through savings, and 
Jordan has been relying on help from 
her mother, whom she previously 
supported. And she is nowon welfare. 

When they were able to get their 
unemployment money, the claimants 
SF Weekly spoke to greatly appreciated 
the extra $600 per week in Pandemic 
Unemployment Compensation (PUC) 
from the CARES Act. That more than 
doubles what most single people earn 
on unemployment in California. But the 
PUCis set to expire at the end of July, 
unless Congress reauthorizes it. And 
so far, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and fellow Republicans don’t 
support it, although a second round of 
stimulus checks for low-income people 
seems likely. 

It’s yet another looming crisis for the 
hundreds of thousands of unemployed 
people in the Bay Area, where the typical 
$400-$600 in weekly benefits barely 
covers rent. Thatis, of course, if you're 
fortunate enough to be able to access 
your benefits. 

Pressure is mounting for the EDD to 
get its act together, with a bipartisan 
group of state senators calling for 
an audit. But with more businesses 
shutting down each day as California’s 
COVID-19 case counts continue to 
escalate, it’s hard to say when the EDD 
will be able to clear its backlog of claims. 
Governor Newsom has warned that 
the unemployment rate could reach 25 
percent, just as it did during the Great 
Depression. 

“Tdon’t know how longit’s going to be 
like this,” Jordan says, “Ijust knowit’s 
not right.” 


Benjamin Schneider covers news 
for SF Weekly. 


@ urbenschneider 
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‘Have You Seen Her, La Missi6n?’ is now playing via the Roxie’s virtual cinema platform. 


By Richard von Busack 


Asong of the Mission District, Have 

You Seen Her, La Misson?is aseries of 
short films about a neighborhood that 

is woefully underrepresented in movies 
about San Francisco. Films made here 
celebrate our steeply pitched hills, iconic 
skyline, and the kitsch of Fisherman's 
Wharf. When James Stewart mentions 
that a client’s wife has been haunting 
the Mission in Vertigo (1958), his friend 
Midge (Barbara Bel Geddes) says, “That’s 
Skid Row, isn’t it?” 

And yet, if were permanently barred 
from San Francisco, the Mission is the 
part I'd miss most — with its myriad 
watering holes, beat up Victorians, 
and some of the best food the city has 
to offer. Particularly cherished: the 
very small and very old Roxie Theater, 
unrolling this virtual screening, which 
was previously programmed at the SF 
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ave You Seen Her, La Mission?” 





Latino Film Festival. Have You Seen Her, 
La Mission?isapast-tense sort of look, 
about the neighborhood as it was before 
it was smacked bya tsunami of money, 
and encircled by smoke-belching Google 
busses. 

The late Nora I. Cadena’s 1998 shot- 
on-tape Ni Qui, NiAlla (“Neither One 
Place or the Other”) is an invaluable 
document about those who went north 
to survive. Ittakes asitsintroand 
exit musica song Jorge Negrete made 
popular: “Mexico Lindo y Querido” 

—a patrioticlament fora people 

subject to diaspora. We see Jose Luis 

y Los Bandoleros making a dollar at 

Cafe Picaro and the two Puerto Alegre 
restaurants playing ranchero music 

for tips. On Mission Street, near 24th, 
an unnamed chewing gum vendor, 
disabled by polio in her youth, flags 
down customers. A pair of young girls, 
selling flowers from plastic buckets, look 
for buyers (one complains that the police 
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would rather go after flower merchants 
than the narcotics peddlers). Anda 
former teacher from Nicaragua sells corn 
on the coband mangos froma pushcart 
above the 16th Street BART station. The 
chiclevendor says that where she comes 
from every one talks about the money 
to be made in America, but nobody tells 
you about the suffering. The business of 
making a living keeps husbands, wives 
and childrens separated. That’s why, as 
Octavio Paz said, what we haveis nota 
border, but a scar. 

Pepe Urquijo’s “pepelicula,” Algun 
Dia, is about another white-knuckle 
time for immigrants. In the mid 
1990s, the mediocre California 
governor Pete Wilson threw his 
support behind Proposition 187, a 
law to block immigrants from using 
non-emergency hospital services and 
schools. What Wilson actually achieved 
was to dig the grave for the Republican 
party in California by ignoring the 


demographics. Asin Charles Burnett 
films like Killer of Sheep, Urquijo 
contrasts between the political noose 
tightening and the story ofa fatheranda 
son negotiating anxious times. 

In the black and white That 
Mission Rising!, Alfred Hernandez 
juxtaposes the boulders of Corona 
Heights Park and its overlook of the 
scurrying city with views of the trees 
of Yosemite, to a soundtrack of the 
Eagle Mountain Singers of the Oglala 
Nation. Hernandez’s repeated study of 
the exterior of the old Mission church, its 
doorwayas darkasatunnel, makes one 
realize an odd fact. The most politically 
revolutionary neighborhood in the city 
tookitsname froma toolof colonialism. 

Calle Chula’ssoundtrack has some of 
the sweet soul music the low-riders loved 
—anexampleis the Chi-Lites tune that 
gives this retrospective its title. Lydia M. 
Celis, the star of Vero Majano’s short, plays 
Xochila, the embodiment of Calle Lane, 
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that startlingly pretty walk that goes along 
the side of the Mission Cemetery. This 
living thoroughfare is sort of a female Rip 
van Winkle, whose historicalmemoryis 
becoming more slippery even as she tries to 
makeit speak. Of Ohloneand Salvadoran 
background, Xochila tries to put her finger 
onthe elements that make up the Mission 
—the enslaved natives forced into amnesia 
by the padres; the multicolored roses in 
bloom in the old church's graveyard, the 
rusty debris, the hieroglyphics of graffiti. 

Majano follows this with an evocative 
short called “T Reminisce,’ in which the 
decades from 1961 fold seamlesslyinto the 
present — the then-new 1960s coaches 
are caughtin telephoto lens. Allofthe 
boulevard’s dead theaters are brought back 
tolife, andthen they vanish into scenes of 
contemporary street life. 

Theimpressive finish is Armand 
Emamjumeh’s “New Mission,’ aliveaction 
and still photo montage illustrating “In 
Twenty Years,’ Marcella Ortiz’s poem 
of blessing. Ortiz celebrates the smell of 
grilled carne asada and fresh paint, the bus 
shelters andthe bystanders. The poet asks 
fora future for “Botanicas with broken 
down doors and dusted over windows, a 
hundred candles lit with our prayers.” She 
prays that the neighborhood will forever 
shelter people with “slicked back hair and 
golden skin.” 

Oneimage in Emamjumeh’s film 
is ascene of some young men walking 
their big bad dogs. On Disney+, which 
everyone added so they could see 
Hamilton, note one more short that 
could have fit in with this program from 
Pixar: Rosana Sullivans’ “Kitbull” (2019) 
was an Oscar-nominated 2-D animation 
about the friendship between a wide- 
eyed, rodent-sized kitten anda pitbull 
used for dogfights. It’s dialogue free, but 
wise in studying the way animals move, 
and hurt, and learn to trust one another. 
Not many Disney movies have painted 
alleys and concertina wire in them. It’s 
happy ending isin Dolores Park, giving 
a sense of what a refuge the area can be 
at times. 

What’s been said of New Orleans can 
be said of San Francisco: “It sells what 
it used to give away.’ Yet these shorts 
celebrate the yeast, sweetness, depths 
and squalor of this beloved city within 
a city. 


Richard von Busack covers film 
for SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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Chuck Johnson battled fatigue — and wrote music — while suffering through COVID-19. 


By Mike Huguenor 


By mid-June, Chuck Johnson and his 
partner, multi-instrumentalist Marielle 
V. Jakobsons, had been sheltering in 
place for three months. Faced with 

a global pandemic, they took nearly 
every precaution possible: they worked 
from home, had groceries delivered, 
stayed away from friends and out of 
restaurants, and wore their masks 
diligently. That’s when the Oakland 
couple heard about a local clinic offering 
COVID antibody tests. 

“We felt fine when we went in,” 
Johnson says. “We just wanted to see if 
we had been exposed already.” 

After a short nasal swab, they went 
home. The following week, they got their 
results. 

“We were both negative for 
antibodies, but my partner Marielle, her 
test for COVID was positive,’ Johnson 
says. ‘We were shocked.” 

A few days after that, the symptoms 
started. 

“Thad really bad headaches and 
achiness, and there was a lot of really bad 
fatigue,” Johnson says. “Like jetlag. Like 
flying-to-Europe jetlag. It was difficult to 


function on those days.” 

Johnson’s new album Mound of 
Shards, released via Bandcamp on July 
3, isacollection of tracks recorded 
throughout he and Jakobson’s shared 
experience with avoiding, contracting, 
and surviving COVID. The earliest piece 
was recorded in March, in the dreary 
dawn hours of the global pandemic. The 
most recent composition was tracked 
after he knew he was infected. 

Though his primary instrumentis the 
guitar, and his most critically acclaimed 
album is a collection of serene pedal steel 
compositions (2017's Balsams), Mound 
of Shards consists of what Johnson calls 
“synthesizer studies” — long-form, 
single-take performances ona modular 
synth. 

“Tama guitarist,” he says, “that’s 
the instrument I’ve played the longest. 
But when I started to go deep into 
improvised music that was textural and 
utilized noise, I felt like I didn’t really 
have the facility on guitar to do what I 
wanted to do. So I started to gravitate 
towards electronics because the sound 
palette is just wide open.” 

On either instrument, Johnson’s 
work draws inspiration from 
minimalism’s early innovators (glacial, 
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tone-based artists like Tony Conrad, and 
Le Monte Young), as wellas the concept 
of deep listening pioneered by composer 
Pauline Oliveros —a professor and 
mentor during Johnson’s years at Mills 
College. 

“Tlike the idea of finding complexity 
in what might seem like a simple 
palette,” Johnson says. “On the surface, 
the music may seem very static, like 
just continuous tones, but there’s a way 
you can enter it and be inside it, and 
then you're inside this really immensely 
complexarchitecture.” 

Mound of Shards opens with “Limen, 
a piece which flickers and dances like 
a reflection of light on water. Over 
nearly 20 minutes, “Limen’” unfolds 
deliberately, its anxious palpitating 
eventually giving way toa deep current 
of volcanic synths, which slowly reveal 
themselves beneath. “Mica,” the somber 
second track, largely explores the 
distance between two tones, flitting 
between them in an iambic rhythm 
until the four minute mark, when the 
song suddenly expands outward, like 
a dilating eye. Then, in the title track, 
tones emerge and stack upon each other 
ominously. 

On his Bandcamp page, Johnson says 
the album “reflect|s] the sense of being 
suspended or paused, while at the same 
time rapidly hurtling forward.” 

“It strikes me as reflecting how this 
time feels,” he tells SF Weekly. “In this 
new layer of reality, things are paused, 
but at the same time, things are moving 
really fast towards some outcome, and 
we really don’t know what it is.” 

Fortunately, in the weeks since their 
tests, both Johnson and his partner 
have largely recovered from the virus. 
Though the fatigue has lingered, most 
symptoms have dissipated, and neither 
case progressed to difficulty breathing, 
pneumonia, or hospitalization. Still, 
the experience revealed something to 
Johnson in hindsight: a threshold long 
since passed. If the other side is still hazy, 
maybe that’s just the blur from its rapid 
approach. 

“We are going somewhere that won't 
be where we left when this all started,” 
Johnson says, “and we're getting there 
fast.” 


? 


Mike Huguenor covers culture and 
music for SF Weekly. 


Pa @mikehugenor 
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Unplugged and Jacked-In 


Butt plugs and dildos are great — just don’t be a selfish lover. 


By Dan Savage 


My wife asked me to write to you about 
our situation. We've been married for 
fifteen years. lam 50 years oldand 

my wife is a decade younger. Wearea 
heterosexual couple with kids. lama 
submissive male and like to play with 
my ass using different sized dildos. I 
enormously enjoy being penetrated with 
sex toys. Afew years ago [introduced the 
idea of a FLR — female led relationship 
—tomywifeandsheacceptedit. We 
area happy couple! My wife is more on 
the traditional side of sex and I respect 
that. We have PIV sex twicea week and 
Itry to give hera pleasure as muchas I 
can. Looks like everything is OK, right? 
But recently she complained that Ihave 
stopped ejaculating when we have sex. 
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And it’s true: When we engage in vaginal 
penetration, I no longer ejaculate. I 
like it this way because! don’t lose my 
sex drive and! can continue. But she 
doesn’t like it. For her my ejaculate is the 
“cherry on top” of the sex and my coming 
during sex is important for her pleasure 
and satisfaction. My wife thinks that I 
stopped ejaculating because I developed 
the habit of pleasuring myself with 
dildos and butt plugs in the shower. My 
wife thinks the toys are distracting me. 
Do you think it’s true? If that’s the case, 
what should we do? I love my wife but I 
also love my butt plugs and dildos. 

— Spouse Unpleased By Husband's 

Un-Blasts 


You should come in your wife. 


If your wife is in charge — you 
proposeda “female-led relationship” and 
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she accepted — then she gets to give the 
orders and you re supposed to do what 
she says. (Within reason, of course.) So 
when she says, ‘Comein me,” youshould 
say, Howhigh up your vaginal canal 
would you like me to come?” Even if you 
weren't ina female-led relationship, 
SUBHUB, refusing to come in your wife 
when you know that feeling youcome 
inside her is important to her pleasure 

is a weirdly literal kind of withholding 
behavior — and considering how GGG 
your wife has been, SUBHUB, refusing 
to come in her so youcan “continue” 
presumably without her isn’t something 
a loving submissive would do. It’s 
something a selfish asshole does. 

Your wife doubtless suspects the 
same thing! do: Youaren’t comingin 
her because you'd rather blow your load 
in the shower. She sees you when you 
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slip out of bed to go cram sex toysin 
your ass and blow your load down the 
down the drain instead of finishing in 
her. Andif that’s what you're doing — 
and I’m pretty sure that’s what you're 
doing — then you're treating PIV sex 
with your wife as foreplay and the time 
you spend alone with your ass toys 
as the main event. If were your wife, 
SUBHUB, I would find that annoying 
too. And however much you love your 
plugs and dildos, I would hope you love 
your wife more. At any rate, youaren't 
submissive to your plugs and dildos 
— you re submissive to your wife, who 
isn’t made of silicone and who has needs 
and feelings that have to be taken into 
account. 

At the very least, SUBHUB, your wife's 
pleasure should be your first priority 
during PIV sex — andit’s not like you 


can’t combine PIV with alittle butt 

play. Youcan always shove one of your 
beloved plugs in your ass before you have 
PIV sex with the wife. Andif you didn’t 
refrain from ejaculating every single 
time you had PIV, SUBHUB, if it was 
something you were allowed to oncein 

a while with your wife’s permission, she 
might be willing to accommodate your 
desire every tenth time you have PIV. 


TENDER, LOVING TRANSACTION 


Tama53-year-old guy. Since I’ve 

been struggling with depression and 
anxiety all my life, 'venever beenina 
situation where sex was a possibility. 
I’m really dying to know whatit’s like. 
I’ve gotten much better over the years 
andthe women who know me think the 
world of me. But they aren’tina position 
to help me out. Other women seem to 
want someone much more outgoing 
and confident than Iam or ever willbe. 
Confidence comes from experience and 
Idon’t have any. My one girlfriend could 
not hide the fact that my inexperience 
offended her. Other people on blogs and 
such have recommended a prostitute. 
But that’s not really what I’m looking 
for. It’s about more than sex. I want 
someone to care for measIam. Is there 
hope for me? Orhas the world just left 
me behind? 

— Very Inexperienced Relationship 

Guy In Need 


Iknowit’s not what you want to hear, 
VIRGIN, but I agree with other blogs 
and such: I think you should find a sex 
worker. Finda nice, patient woman 
who does sex work and be completely 
upfront about why you re seeing her: 
you re so painfully self-conscious about 
your sexual inexperience that you find it 
hard to date. It may take some searching, 
VIRGIN, but there are sex workers who 
want to help their clients grow and heal. 

“Many people have the stereotypical 
misconception that all sex workers 
are disconnected, uncaring, and only 
there for the money,” says Ruby Ryder, 
a sex worker and sex educator. “While 
money is indeed a part of it, many of us 
understand that human beings need 
touch, connection, and acceptance. We 
provide an opportunity for clients to be 
vulnerable, whether it’s fulfilling their 
kinky fantasies or simply having sex.” 
And while the relationship you have with 
a sex worker you might see regularly for 
a year or twois certainly transactional, 
VIRGIN, it’s stillarelationship and 
about more than sex. 

I’m not suggesting you see sex 
workers exclusively for the rest of your 
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life (even if I’m not not suggesting that 
either), VIRGIN, I’m only suggesting 
you see a sex worker to find out what sex 
is like, gain a little self-confidence, and 
maybe feel a little more hopeful for your 
future. 

Ruby Ryder is on Twitter @Ruby_ 
Ryder and online at peggingparadise. 
com. 


VIRTUAL VARIETY 


I’'malongtime reader who’s never had 
a question that your archives couldn't 
answer. But there is something I wanted 
to share with you and your readers! My 
wife and I have incorporated virtual 
reality (VR) goggles into our sex life with 
great success, Dan, and they could be the 
answer to arange of questions that you 
get at the column. They’re so useful, in 
fact, that your failure to mention them is 
starting to look like a glaring omission! 
Because let’s say someone writes in 
who wants to open their relationship 
or explorea cuckold fantasy (like one of 
last week’s letter writers!) but they're 
worried about the emotions involved, 
potential STIs, or COVID-19? VR 
goggles! While the offerings for female 
POV VR porn is pretty paltry I’ve never 
seen my wife come harder than she did 
with me inside her anda pair of goggles 
on her face giving her the perspective of 
aman getting fucked bya beautiful trans 
woman. I love the idea that this turns 
her on and [actually think she looks 
hot with goggles on! Besides the cost 
of asubscription toa VR porn site, the 
financial barrier is really pretty low — 
most people can use their smartphone 
anda $20 headset to get started, which is 
much cheaper than seeing a sex worker 
and much less time consuming than 
engineering a consenting affair. And 
there’s no risk of STIs or COVID-19! Just 
wanted you to consider VRasa possibly 
overlooked tool for your otherwise 
always-outstanding advice in the future! 
— Very Recent Purchase Optimizes 
Reality Nicely 


Thank you for writing in, VRPORN, 
and you're right: VR porn sounds 
like a great way for an adventurous 
monogamous couple to have alittle 
virtual variety — whether that coupleis 
monogamous by choice or monogamous 
for the duration of this stupid pandemic. 
In addition to the technology, of course, 
you ll needa partner who not only knows 
you fantasize about other people (like 
they do, like everybody does), but who’s 
also excited about helping you explore 
those fantasies. Thanks again for 
sharing, VRPORN! 


Dan Savage is a syndicated love 
and relationships columnist and 
host of The Savage Lovecast. Email 
him at mail@savagelove.net 
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The CAREN Act 





SF Supervisor introduces a new ordinance with a cheeky name and actual teeth. 


a. 


‘BBQ Becky’ became ameme after calling police on a group of Black people having a barbeque at Lake Merritt in 2018. 


By Christopher B. Dolan 
S Jeremy M. Jessup 


Q: Mr. Davis from San Francisco wrote 
in to say: “I have read alot about, and 
unfortunately seen, way too many 
‘Karens. NowI see that San Francisco 
Supervisor Shamann Walton has 
introduced an ordinance that is being 
called the ‘CAREN’ Act. What is this?” 
A: “Karen,” of course, is a generic 
name given to people, usually middle- 
aged, middle class white women, 
who act like they can get whatever 
they want. A “Karen” is one who 
throws a tantrum ata Starbucks. 
Whoasks to speak to the manager 
over the slightest inconvenience. 
More recently, it has come to refer to 
someone who feels it necessary to call 
the police to make false or inaccurate 
claims about minorities with racially 
or discriminatory motives. 


The 2020 George Floyd Protests 
have brought forth a wave of “Karens” 
— who have been filmed engaging in 
racist and sometimes violent behavior 
against minorities. Recently, a “Karen” 
in San Francisco, went viral for dialing 
911 onalocal Filipino resident who 
was stenciling Black Lives Matterin 
chalk on his own property. Another 
“Karen” was videoed telling a family 
that they could not bein the country 
because they were hiking on Mt. 
Tamalpais with their dog. 

Currently, there is immunity 
from civil defamation lawsuits for 
reporting acrime. It has been held 
that someone who makes a statement 
to the police about a suspected crime 
is protected by qualified privilege; he 
or she is discharging their social duty 
to help in the detection of criminal 
activity. A police officer receiving the 
report has an interest in receiving 
the information because they can 
investigate. Although giving a false 
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police report is criminal under 
California law, there is no punishment 
for people who call the police due 
to a perceived threat, based solely 
on one’s race, ethnicity, or religious 
affiliation. This is where the Caution 
Against Racially Exploitative Non- 
Emergencies Act comes into play. 
The CAREN Act would amend the 
San Francisco Police Code, making it 
unlawful to fabricate or make false 
emergency reports that are racially 
biased. For example, claiming a 
Black man is threatening you, simply 
because he asked that you put your 
dog on aleash, or calling the police 
because a Black man was dancing 
and exercising on his street, so as 
not to block the sidewalk, could be 
prosecuted, both civilly and criminally. 
This proposed new law aims to 
protect the rights of minorities who 
are often targeted by and victims 
of fraudulent emergency calls. The 
CAREN Act would make it unlawful 


for an individual to contact the police 
solely to discriminate on the basis of 

a person’s race, ethnicity, religious 
affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, 
or gender identity. This proposed 
ordinance follows similar proposed 
state legislation that would seek to 
end discriminatory police calls by 
classifying them as hate crimes. 

Those found in violation of the 
state and/or local laws could be held 
accountable through monetary fines. 
In addition, under the proposed state 
bill, a victim of a discriminatory call 
could sue the caller for up to $10,000 
in damages. 

According to the author of the state 
bill, California State Assemblymember 
Rob Bonta of Oakland, his proposal 
does not seek to discourage people 
from calling 911 to report real 
emergencies. 

However, “racist and discriminatory 
911 calls are dangerous, demeaning, 
and demoralizing to the person falsely 
accused. They further deteriorate 
community-police relations and 
contribute to the inaccurate and 
harmful over-criminalization of Black 
and brown communities,” Bonta 
saidina statement. “If youare afraid 
of a Black family barbecuing in the 
community park, aman dancing and 
doing his normal exercise routine in 
the bike lane, or someone who asks 
you to comply with dog leash laws in 
a park, and your immediate response 
is to call the police, the real problem is 
with your own personal prejudice.” 


Christopher B. Dolan is owner of 

the Dolan Law Firm. Jeremy M. Jessup 
is a Senior Trial Attorney in our San 
Francisco office. Email questions and 
topics for future articles to: 
help@dolanlawfirm.com. 


We serve clients across the San 
Francisco Bay Area and California 
from our offices in San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles. Our work is 
no recovery, no free or also referred to 
as contingency-based. That means we 
collect no fee unless we obtain money 
for your damages and injuries. 


Christopher B. Dolan is owner of 
the Dolan Law Firm. His column 
is sponsored content 


888-452-4752 | dolanlawfirm.com 
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